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MEMORANDUM
________________________________________________________________

DATE: February 5, 2002

TO: Gary Schiff, Zoning and Planning Committee Chair
Zoning and Planning Committee Members

FROM: Kimberly Tollefson, City Planner
612.673.2998

RE: Appeal: Great Brakes at 3326 University Avenue
________________________________________________________________________

Appeal: Site Plan Review (BZZ-369).  Great Brakes, 3326 University Avenue (Ward 2):
Appeal by PPERRIA, Inc, of site plan review from decision of Planning
Commission, which allowed 12% landscaping.

Background: The Planning Commission approved the application for a site plan review with
conditions.  At the January 22, 2002 Zoning and Planning Committee meeting, the Committee
members requested that the applicant and the neighborhood group meet with Council Member
Zerby to reach consensus on the debated issues including signage, landscaping and building wall
compatibility.

Since that time, the various stakeholders have met and agreed on the following:

• A structural engineer will certify the construction and work required for the retaining wall at
the rear of the site.  The engineer shall keep as many trees as possible.

• The landscaping plan shall be reviewed and approved by the Planning Department with
consultation from the City’s landscape consultant.  The landscaping shall be densely packed.
The planting beds shall be defined and include mulch as ground cover.  The northwest corner
shall be a focal point of landscaping, lighting and/or other amenities with the potential for a
seating area.

• A snow removal plan shall be required if the area dedicated for snow removal at the rear of
the site is inadequate.

• The colors of the new Great Brakes building wall sign shall be black lettering on a white face.
• The applicant shall provide the neighborhood group with a letter of intent to paint the

building within three to five years.  The new paint for each building shall be harmonious in
color yet allows for distinction between each use.
















































